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Mannus. Zeitschrift fur Vorgeschichte. Organ der Deutschen Gesellschaft 
fiir Vorgeschichte. Herausgegeben von Professor Dr. Gustaf Kossina. Vol. i, 
Nos. 1/2 and 3/4, pp. 327. Curt Kabitzsch (A. Stuber's Verlag), Wiirz- 
burg, 1909. 16 Marks a year. 

In January last year, the Deutsche Gesellschaft fiir Vorgeschichte was or- 
ganized, in Berlin, with 200 members and under the presidency of Prof. Dr. 
Gustaf Kossina, of the University of Berlin. Before the end of the year, the 
Society issued the first numbers of Mannus which will contain its literary con- 
tributions to prehistoric research. This new journal bids fair to place Germany 
on even terms with France, Belgium, England and Switzerland in its literary 
output relating to prehistoric times. In the excellence of its contents and its 
superior mechanical production, Mannus compares favorably with the foremost 
publications on this subject. The number of parts issued each year will not be 
definitely fixed, but will be at least three or four. Dr. Kossina, the editor, in 
the first (double) number, begins a series of articles on "Der Ursprung der 
Urfinnen und der Urindogermanen und ihre Ausbreitung nach dem Osten." 
Among the other titles of extended papers are "Das Sonnenrad und das christ- 
liche Kreuz," "Urzeitliche Astronomie in Westeuropa," "tibersicht iiber die 
Forschungsergebnisse in Nordbohmen," etc. The papers are beautifully and 
copiously illustrated with photo-engravings, wood cuts, diagrams and maps, 
some of them in colors. The departments include communications and discus- 
sions, reports from societies and museums in Germany and other countries, and 
book reviews. Single numbers will not be sold, but Mannus may be obtained by 
annual subscription. 

Handbuch der Klimatologie. Von Dr. Julius Hann, II Band., Klima- 
tographie. I Teil: Klima der Tropenzone. 3te, wesentlich umgearbeitete 
und vermehrte Auflage. Pp. 426. Stuttgart, Engelhorn, 1910. 14 marks. 

Teachers of climatology the world over, meteorologists, medical men — in 
fact, all men of science who at one time or another need climatological data, will 
welcome the appearance of the second volume of the third edition of Hann's 
splendid "Handbuch der Klimatologie." The first volume, dealing with the 
general aspects of the subject, was recently noticed in the Bulletin (Vol. XLI, 
No. 3, March, 1909, pp. 181-183). The volume now before us deals with the 
climates of the tropical zone. The author has very wisely maintained the familiar 
classification of the zones by latitude circles for the purposes of this discussion, 
instead of attempting to divide his data in accordance with any newer scheme. 
By adhering to the most widely-known and most practical classification he has 
made his volume of far more general service. He recognizes, of course, the 
value and the greater scientific accuracy, from the standpoint of climatology, of 
the division by isotherms. The amount of labor necessary in tlie preparation of 
this book is so stupendous that one can only marvel at it, — and be devoutly 
thankful that Hann has had the health and strength to accomplish it. For he 
has laid the whole scientific world under a debt of gratitude to himself. The 
tediousness of reducing the temperatures of station after station to true means can 
only be appreciated by those who have carried out such a task, and yet the author 
modestly says, of this stupendous labor, "die erforderliche Arbeitsleistung war 
keine geringe .... Die Temperaturmittel sind nach Moglichkeit auf wahre 
Mittel reduziert worden .... Die Jahresmittel . . . halte ich fiir recht sicher." 
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Those who have kept up with Hann's recent work will remember that he has 
lately paid special attention to the whole question of the determination of true 
means from the temperature observations available for tropical stations. It is for 
the reason that one is so serenely sure of all of Hann's work that the "Handbuch 
der Klimatologie" is so indispensable. 

Every one knows that this book is the source of information on the climates 
of the globe. Dry tabulation of uninteresting data is not the distinguishing 
characteristic of this volume ; far from it. Tables of such data there are, in 
goodly number, and surely there must be ; but so carefully selected are these data, 
so admirably summarized, and so skilfully interspersed with well-chosen, thor- 
oughly live descriptions of the different climates, that the study of the book, and 
even the reading of it, is neither tedious nor difficult. The author clearly recog- 
nizes the importance of descriptions of the weather types which make up climate, 
and of the controls of climate over crops, and over human life in all of its 
varied activities, and he has certainly made a careful and an admirable selection 
of such descriptive accounts. 

The second volume of the second edition numbered 384 pages; the second 
volume of the third edition covers 426 pages. We note also that the present 
volume has its own index. In the second edition, the index to all three volumes 
was at the end of the third volume, which was a considerable inconvenience. 
The introductory chapter, on the characteristics of the tropical zone as a whole, 
has been extended, and improved. In fact, throughout the volume, there is 
everywhere evidence of careful, systematic and up-to-date revision, the literature 
up to the middle of 1909 receiving consideration. The increased size of the page 
in the new edition lends itself more readily to a clear presentation of the tabular 
matter than was the case in the second edition. Numerous bibliographic notes 
enable those who seek fuller information to follow up the subject at every turn. 
In fact, the whole volume is one which it is an immense satisfaction to the re- 
viewer to bring to the attention of his scientific colleagues. It is a book which 
belongs to that very small class which may be labelled "perfect." 

R. DeC. Ward. 

La Cote d'Azur Russe. (Riviera du Caucase). Voyage en Russie 
meridionale, au Caucase occidentale et en Transcaucasie. Par E.-A. Martel. 
354 PP-, 388 Illustrations, 34 Plans and Map. Librairie Ch. Delagrave, 
Paris, 1908. Fr. 10. 

In 1902, Mr. Martel was invited by the Russian Government to undertake a 
journey of exploration in the western Caucasus with the end in view of thorough 
development of this Russian littoral of the Black Sea. ' The genial climate of 
the western slope of Caucasus, well protected from the cold winds, combined 
with wonderful scenic beauty, led to the establishment of a tourist and health 
resort in this Caucasian Riviera between Novorossyisk and Soukhoum-KaW. 
This coast is admirably adapted for sea bathing; and magnificent forests in the 
background afford ideal spots for sanatoriums. The Russian Government is very 
desirous to bring this Riviera up to date in all respects. New towns are being 
established, and the work of colonization is pushed on rapidly. 

This volume, the result of Mr. Mattel's explorations, gives a detailed account 
of conditions at the present time. 

Natural conditions for a brilliant future are there and in plenty, but may not 



